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Styloptocuma Bacescu & Muradian, 1974 (Crustacea, Cumacea):

proposed conservation with designation of S. antipai Bacescu &
Muradian, 1974 as the type species

L.B. Holthuis

Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, P.O. Box 9517, 2300 RALeiden,

The Netherlands

Abstract. The purpose of this appHcation is to conserve the name of the cumacean

genus Styloptocuma Bacescu & Muradian, 1974 by deeming that the type species was

originally designated as Styloptocuma antipai Bacescu & Muradian, 1974. The name

Styloptocuma was not made available in 1974 since Bacescu & Muradian omitted to

designate a type species. Availability at present dates from publication of the name in

Zoological Record (1919) with citation of a type species.

1

.

Bacescu & Muradian ( 1 974, p. 74) described a new genus of Cumacea which they

named Styloptocuma, with three included species none of which was stated to be the

type species. One species was new and the other two were Cumella gracillima Caiman,

1905 and Cumella egregia Hansen, 1920. The name of the new species was given as

"Styloptocuma antipai n.g.n.sp.' on pp. 71 and 76 and in the explanation of pi. 1. Under

Article 68b(i) of the Code the formula 'n.g.n.sp.' does not constitute a type species

designation for a genus established after 1930. To be available a genus-group name

published after 1930 must 'be accompanied by the fixation of a type species... by

original designation or by indication' (Article 13b). It follows that Styloptocuma

Bacescu & Muradian, 1974 is not an available name.

2. Styloptocuma was first made available in 1979 in Zoological Record (vol. Ill,

section 10, p. 182) in the systematic index dealing with the Cumacea, where the type

species of Styloptocuma was cited as S. antipai with reference to the paper by Bacescu &
Muradian (1974). Authorship of this section of Zoological Record (and hence of the

genus Styloptocuma) is attributed to H. Gwynne Vevers and 39 other staff of Zoological

Record who are all named on p. iii of the publication.

3. In Crustaceorum Catalogus (Bacescu, 1992) 1 1 species are assigned to Stylopto-

cuma, which is invariably attributed to Bacescu & Muradian (1974). The 1974 descrip-

tion is clear, the authors give a key to the three species known to them at that time, and

the new species Styloptocuma antipai is extensively figured and described. To attribute

authorship of Styloptocuma to Vevers and 39 others would be contrary to usage over

the 1 8 years since Bacescu & Muradian's paper, would not be generally acceptable to

cumacean workers and would indeed be absurd.

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked:

( 1 ) to use its plenary powers to rule that the type species of Styloptocuma Bacescu &
Muradian, 1974 is deemed to be Styloptocuma antipai Bacescu & Muradian,

1974 by original designation;
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Bacescu & Murad.an, 1 974 (gender: neuter), type species by original desfgnation
SryloptocuwaannpaiBacexu&Mm^dan, 1974 as ruled in (1) above

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name amipaiBacescu & Muradian, 1974, as published in the binomen l,W'« ZZ
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